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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2017 

 

YEAR 11                        ENGLISH LITERATURE              TIME: 2 hours 
 

Name: ________________________________                                              Class: ________ 

 

SECTION A – DRAMA (25 MARKS) 

Choose the Drama Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE question from 

1, 2 or 3. 

 

MACBETH (William Shakespeare) 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow 

LADY MACBETH  What, quite unmann'd in folly?  

MACBETH If I stand here, I saw him. 
 

LADY MACBETH Fie, for shame! 
 

MACBETH Blood hath been shed ere now, i' th' olden time,  

Ere humane statute purged the gentle weal;  

Ay, and since too, murders have been perform'd  

Too terrible for the ear: the times have been,  

That, when the brains were out, the man would die,  

And there an end, but now they rise again,  

With twenty mortal murders on their crowns,  

And push us from our stools: this is more strange  

Than such a murder is.  

 

5 

 

 

 

 

10 

LADY MACBETH              My worthy lord,  

Your noble friends do lack you 

 

 

MACBETH  
 

              I do forget.  

Do not muse at me, my most worthy friends,  

I have a strange infirmity, which is nothing 

To those that know me. Come, love and health to all;  

Then I'll sit down. Give me some wine; fill full.  

I drink to the general joy o' the whole table,  

And to our dear friend Banquo, whom we miss;  

15 

 

 

 

 

20 

                                         

a. Where and when does this exchange between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth take 

place?  
 

4 marks 

b. Explain the comparison that Macbeth makes on lines 4-12. Why does he make 

this comparison? 
 

7 marks 

c. What does this extract reveal about Macbeth’s state of mind? 
 

8 marks 

d. Explain the following lines 6 marks 

 i. unmann'd in folly (line 1)  

 ii. Blood hath been shed ere now (line 4)  

 iii. Ere humane statute purged the gentle weal (line 5)  
   

Track 3 
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2. Kingship is an important theme in Macbeth. Compare and contrast the three 

kings: Duncan, Macbeth and Malcolm. 

 

   

3.  ‘The witches have a profound effect on Macbeth’. Discuss.  

 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare) 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

SHYLOCK You'll ask me, why I rather choose to have 

A weight of carrion flesh than to receive 

Three thousand ducats: I'll not answer that: 

But, say, it is my humour: is it answer'd? 

What if my house be troubled with a rat 

 

 

 

 

5 

 And I be pleased to give ten thousand ducats 

To have it baned? What, are you answer'd yet? 

Some men there are love not a gaping pig; 

Some, that are mad if they behold a cat; 

And others, when the bagpipe sings i' the nose, 

 

 

 

 

10 

 Cannot contain their urine: for affection, 

Mistress of passion, sways it to the mood 

Of what it likes or loathes. Now, for your answer: 

As there is no firm reason to be render'd, 

Why he cannot abide a gaping pig; 

 

 

 

 

15 

 Why he, a harmless necessary cat; 

Why he, a woollen bagpipe; but of force 

Must yield to such inevitable shame 

As to offend, himself being offended; 

So can I give no reason, nor I will not, 

 

 

 

 

20 

 More than a lodged hate and a certain loathing 

I bear Antonio, that I follow thus 

A losing suit against him. Are you answer'd? 

 

 

a. Explain where and when Shylock says these words. 
 

4 marks 

b. ‘I’ll not answer that’. Explain what question Shylock is unwilling to answer. 

Also explain in detail how Shylock eventually answers this question.  
 

7 marks 

c. What aspects of Shylock’s character does this extract reveal? 
 

8 marks 

d. Explain the following lines 6 marks 

 i. carrion flesh (line 2)  

 ii. Mistress of passion (line 12)  

 iii. lodged hate (line 21)  

   

2. Describe different forms of love in The Merchant of Venice and say which in 

your opinion is the most interesting.  

 

   

3.  ‘In The Merchant of Venice Shylock is the villain’. Discuss.  
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TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare) 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow: 

 
OLIVIA 

 
Hold, Toby; on thy life I charge thee, hold! 

 

 

SIR TOBY BELCH 

 
Madam! 

 

 

OLIVIA 

 
Will it be ever thus? Ungracious wretch, 

Fit for the mountains and the barbarous caves, 

Where manners ne'er were preach'd! out of my sight! 

Be not offended, dear Cesario. 

Rudesby, be gone! 

Exeunt SIR TOBY BELCH, SIR ANDREW, and FABIAN 

I prithee, gentle friend, 

Let thy fair wisdom, not thy passion, sway 

In this uncivil and thou unjust extent 

Against thy peace. Go with me to my house, 

And hear thou there how many fruitless pranks 

This ruffian hath botch'd up, that thou thereby 

Mayst smile at this: thou shalt not choose but go: 

Do not deny. Beshrew his soul for me, 

He started one poor heart of mine in thee. 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

SEBASTIAN 

 
What relish is in this? how runs the stream? 

Or I am mad, or else this is a dream: 

Let fancy still my sense in Lethe steep; 

If it be thus to dream, still let me sleep! 

 

 

 

 

20 

OLIVIA 

 
Nay, come, I prithee; would thou'ldst be ruled by me!  

SEBASTIAN 

 
Madam, I will.  

OLIVIA 

 
O, say so, and so be! 

 

 

 

a. Explain why Olivia orders Sir Toby to stop.    

 

4 marks 

b. Show how Olivia’s mood changes when she turns to speak to Sebastian. 
 

8 marks 

c. Explain what leads Sebastian to say: ‘Or I am mad, or else this is a dream’ 

 

7 marks 

d. Explain the following lines: 6 marks 

i. Fit for the mountains and the barbarous caves (line 4)  

ii.                      how many fruitless pranks 

This ruffian hath botch'd up (line 11-12) 

 

iii. Let fancy still my sense in Lethe steep (line 19)  

   

2. Show how deception and self-deception play an important role in Twelfth Night.  

   

3.  ‘Malvolio is one of the most complex characters in Twelfth Night’. Discuss.  
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A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

1. ‘You gonna keep her in the house all her life?’ To what extent does this question 

bring out the love that Eddie has for Catherine? 
 

   

2.  Alfieri says ‘Justice is important here’.  How is the theme of justice dealt with in 

‘A View from the Bridge’?  
 

   

3. Although brothers, there are striking differences between Rodolpho and Marco. 

Bring out these differences.   
 

   

 

 

 

THE PLAY OF KES (Barry Hines and Alan Stronach) and DEAR NOBODY (Berlie 

Doherty) 

1. ‘Billy has little support from his family’. Discuss.   

   

2.  ‘Writing letters helps Helen to cope with her problems’.  Discuss with close 

reference to Dear Nobody.  
 

   

3. Compare and contrast the endings of The Play Of Kes and Dear Nobody.  

   

 

 

 

SECTION B: POETRY                                                                                       (25 MARKS) 

Choose ONE question from this section. You can, if you wish, refer to diction, imagery, 

form, tone and theme. 

 

1. Show how a sense of mystery and the supernatural is created in ‘La Belle Dame Sans 

Merci’ and ‘The Listeners’.  

 

2. With close reference to the poems bring out similarities and differences between ‘Anthem 

for Doomed Youth’ and ‘The Send Off’. 

 

3. With close reference to ‘If’ and ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’ show how inner strength is 

achieved in different ways. 
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C: PROSE (25 MARKS) 

Choose the Prose Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE question from 

either 1 or 2. 

 

PRIVATE PEACEFUL 

1. In Private Peaceful Michael Morpurgo contrasts the natural, timeless environment of a 

Devon childhood with the violent realities of war. With close reference to the novel bring 

out this contrast. 

 

2. With close reference to the text show how Sergeant Hanley and Grandma Wolf affect the 

Peaceful brothers.  

 

 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 

1. Do you consider the ending of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas to be appropriate? When 

giving reasons for your answer you should make close reference to the novel.  

 

2. With close reference to the novel discuss Bruno’s character in terms of his failure to 

understand what is going on around him. 

 

 

FRANKENSTEIN 

1. With close reference to the novel Frankenstein, discuss what the reader gains from its 

complicated narrative structure. 

 

2. Explain why Victor Frankenstein has sometimes been called the real monster of the story.  

 

THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH 

1. The Other Side of Truth has been described as a novel about political oppression and exile. 

To what extent is this an accurate description of the novel? 

 

2. By close reference to the novel The Other Side of Truth show how the children’s 

determination helps them overcome the difficulties they face. 

 

 

THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR AND OTHER STORIES 

1. Show how Roald Dahl deals with the subject of betting in any two stories from The Great 

Automatic Grammatizator and Other Stories.  

 

2. Compare and contrast the relationship between man and wife in Royal Jelly and Neck. 

 

 

ANIMAL FARM 

1. Although it is a story about animals Animal Farm provides a deep insight into human 

 nature. Discuss.  

 

2. In Animal Farm the pigs make a number of hypocritical statements. Show how these 

 statements affect the animals on the farm. 
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                              (25 MARKS) 

Answer ALL the questions in this section. 

 

He was gobbling mincemeat, meatbone, bread, cheese, and pork pie, all at once: staring 

distrustfully while he did so at the mist all round us, and often stopping—even stopping his 

jaws—to listen. Some real or fancied sound, some clink upon the river or breathing of beast 

upon the marsh, now gave him a start, and he said, suddenly,—  

"You're not a deceiving imp? You brought no one with you?"  5 
"No, sir! No!"  

"Nor giv' no one the office to follow you?"  

"No!"  

"Well," said he, "I believe you. You'd be but a fierce young hound indeed, if at your time of 

life you could help to hunt a wretched warmint1 hunted as near death and dunghill as this poor 10 
wretched warmint is!"  

Something clicked in his throat as if he had works in him like a clock, and was going to 

strike. And he smeared his ragged rough sleeve over his eyes.  

Pitying his desolation, and watching him as he gradually settled down upon the pie, I made 

bold to say, "I am glad you enjoy it."  15 
"Did you speak?"  

"I said I was glad you enjoyed it."  

"Thankee, my boy. I do."  

I had often watched a large dog of ours eating his food; and I now noticed a decided similarity 

between the dog's way of eating, and the man's. The man took strong sharp sudden bites, just 20 
like the dog. He swallowed, or rather snapped up, every mouthful, too soon and too fast; and 

he looked sideways here and there while he ate, as if he thought there was danger in every 

direction of somebody's coming to take the pie away. He was altogether too unsettled in his 

mind over it, to appreciate it comfortably I thought, or to have anybody to dine with him, 

without making a chop with his jaws at the visitor. In all of which particulars he was very like 25 

the dog.  

"I am afraid you won't leave any of it for him," said I, timidly; after a silence during which 

I had hesitated as to the politeness of making the remark. "There's no more to be got where that 

came from." It was the certainty of this fact that impelled me to offer the hint.  

"Leave any for him? Who's him?" said my friend, stopping in his crunching of pie-crust.  30 

"The young man. That you spoke of. That was hid with you."  

"Oh ah!" he returned, with something like a gruff laugh. "Him? Yes, yes! He don't want no 

wittles2."  

"I thought he looked as if he did," said I.  

The man stopped eating, and regarded me with the keenest scrutiny and the greatest surprise.  35 

"Looked? When?"  

"Just now."  

"Where?"  

"Yonder," said I, pointing; "over there, where I found him nodding asleep, and thought it 

was you."  40 
He held me by the collar and stared at me so, that I began to think his first idea about cutting 

my throat had revived.  

From Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

Notes: 

1. warmint – a version of varmint which means a troublesome animal 

2. wittles – mispronunciation of the word victuals which means food 
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1. What does the mention of different foods in the opening paragraph seem 

to emphasize? 

2 marks  

   

   

   

2. In the first paragraph, while the man eats he stares, listens and occasionally 

gives a start. Explain his behaviour. 

2 marks 

   

   

   

3.  Quote two separate phrases to show that the man does not completely trust 

the narrator.  

 

2 marks 

   

   

   

4.  Quote a phrase that shows that the narrator was probably not a grown-up. 1 mark  

   

   

5.  What does the line ‘hunt a wretched warmint hunted as near death and 

dunghill as this poor wretched warmint (lines 10-11)’ seem to suggest 

about the man? 

2 marks 

   

   

   

6. What seems to happen to the man when ‘Something clicked in his throat 

as if he had works in him like a clock (line 12)’? 

 

2 marks 

   

   

   

7a. What figure of speech is ‘ragged rough sleeve (line 13)’? 1 mark 

   

   

   

7b. Find one other example of the figure of speech in 7a.  1 mark  

   

   

   
 

 

 



English Literature – Year 11 – Secondary – Track 3 – 2017 Page 8 of 8 

8.  The way the man eats prompts the narrator to compare him to a large 

dog that belonged to his family. Mention four ways in which the 

man appears to be similar to a dog. 

 

 

4 marks 

 
a. 

  

 
b. 

  

 
c. 

  

 
d. 

  

    

9.  Suggest a reason why the narrator is timid when he says ‘I’m afraid 

you won’t leave any for him (line 27)’. 

 

2 marks 

    

    

    

10.  When the young man is mentioned, the man who was eating stops 

and laughs. However, his mood soon changes. Explain how and 

why.   

2 marks 

    

    

    

11.   From your reading of the whole passage mention two aspects about 

the narrator that you learn about. Give reasons for your answer.  

 

4 marks 

    

    

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


